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Hong Kong Celebrates Centenary of Powered Flight
PI0NEERING BELGIAN aviator Charle5
Van den Born arr ived in Hong Kong
in l \4arch 1911. Li t t le did he or the
populat ion of the Brit ish Colony real-
ise just how farreachlng his eventual
impact would be on the. i ty and i ts
future. His dream was to be the f irst
person to mak€ a powered f l ight over
Hong Kong and he bought with him
three French detigned Henry Farman
b pianes. f long Kong skies had f irst
been conquered by Captain Thomas
Baldwin on January 3,  1891, when he
stunned crowds of people who had
gathered at Happy Valley to witness
him ascend in his hot air bal loon.
On a clear eveninq on March 18, 1911,
Van den Born found himself teated
in one of  h is Farman biplane5, th is
one, chr istened'Wanda' ,  looking
up at the skies over Yuen Chau Kok
beach in the New Terri tories. Despite
concerns about the strength of the
w nd, the Belgian aviator had by sunset
become the f irst man to make a pow-
ered f l ight over Hong Kong. Today, a
repl ica of the aircraft he f ew on that
day greets passengers and vi5i iors as
they arr ived at Hong Kong's Chek Lap
Kok international Alrport.

Cathy Pacific Updates Fleet
CARTNAY PACIF C Airways announced
purchase contracts valued at  HK55l
bi l  ion as the Asian aarrier continued
it5 f leet renewa. h ordered 15 more
Airbus A330-300s as wel l  as leasing
agreements lor two more Al50 900s,
plus ten Boeing 777-300ERs for de iv-
ery before the end of 2015. Cathay's
outstanding order book now stands at
91 jets, and according to the air l inel
depart ing CEO, Tony Tyler, these w I
"enable the air l ine to replace older, lest
fuel eff icient aif .raft  in i ts f leet and at
the sametimeexpandour network. '  He
went on to confirm the air l  ne p anned
to ret ire 2l 8747 400s and eleven A340
300s before the end of thit  decade as
it  progressive y takes del ivery of these
new generation jets. He commented:
"Both the 4330'300 and 8777-300€R are
modern, fue -eff ic ent air l  nersthat have
already proved their value in our f  eet.

Toqether with the new A350'900 they
wil l  provide us with exactly the r ight
balance in our f  eet portfo io through
to the end of the de.ade."
De5pite these atest orders thefe is st i l l
no indication whether the Hong Kong-
based cari ier wi l l  enter the Very Large
Aircraft eectorwith an orderforthe A3B0
or the 8747'8lntercont nental.  Industry
observers bel ieve a decision is unl ikelyto
be made around 2014-15 and would be
dependent on whether Airbur de.ides
to manufacture a ttretched variani of
the A380, which cou d carry more bel ly
cargo as well  as add t ional passengers

and i f  i t  dec des to proceed, Cathay
Pacif ic could be the launch customer.
l \4eanwhile, Boeing bel ieves i t  is st i l l  in
withachanceand wi lcontinue to brlef
the air ineon the merits ofthe 8747 8l
up to the po nt a decision is made.
(Photo Airbut

Airbus' Chinese Cabin 0utfitters
AIRBUS CORPORATE Jets has signed
an important deal with Taikoo Aircraft
lngineer:ng Company (TAECO) for
the supply of bespoke cabin interi-
ors. TA!Cq a subsid;ary of the Hong
Kong-ba5ed i \4RO special ists HAECO,
has become the farst Airbus approved
cabin outf i t ters in the Asia Pacif ic
region. Speaking at the announce-
ment, Airbus' Vice President Colporate,
and Private Avlation, Francois Chiselled
said the Xiamen-based company has
the capabil i t ies to produce a range
of designs specif ical ly aimed at the
Chinese market.
Airbus has sold 23 corporate jets intothe

Chinese market so fa r, with eight having
been delivered and four more already
in completion centres. This opensthe
door to a potential eleven aircraft for
the new TAECO diviiion to compete for.
Part of the process TAECO went th rough
togain Airbus app rova I status was the
building ofa ful l-scale cabin mock-up
to showcase i ts capabil i t ies and the
quality of it5 workman5hip. The move
in approving a corporatejet outfitter
in China wil lbe seen as a good move
for the European man!facturet which
as already winning a larger sl ice ofthe
market ofthe la rge Corporate Jet market
than i ts r ivalBoeing. (Photo Akbus)
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Mitsubishi
Regional Jet
flrogres

AT THE last Aslan Aerospace, the state
owned Commercial AircraftCorporation
ofChina (Comac) made i ts f i rst appear
ance at  an inteTnat ional  exhibi t ion.
Two years ater i t  dominated the latest
event. Strategicaly placed between the
Airbus and Boeing stands, Comac was
the show's largest exhibitor, promoting
both tsARJ2l regional jet and i ts latest
offering the C919. The company's 5tand
featured modelr ofboth types as wellas
a small  cinema showing a 3D f i lm ofthe
C919's potential capabil i t  es.
To date, China's fo!r major carr iers Air

China, China Eastern Air l ines,  China
Southern Air l ines and Hainan Air l ines,
plus lessors CDB Leasing and GECAS
have between them announced 50f rm
orders and 50 opt ions for the C919.
During the show Comac announced
that i t  had cornplered the prel iminary
desrgn phase for i ts new na(ow body
Jet and was now embarking on the
detai led design phase. t  atms to have
this phase completed in 2012, with the
fir5t f l ight scheduled for 2014, fo lowed
by f irst del iveries to customer air l ines
from 2016.

MITSUEISHI AlRCRAFTqave a briefi ng on
the statusofits i\4RJ business.iet, saying
that itwas makjng good progresswith
the development programmeand eve-
rything was on schedule, with the first
major meta I structures being machined
at the end of 2010. The prototype MRj9O
is on schedule to make its firstflight in
mid-2012, wjth the smaller [4RJ70fl ying a
year later. All Nippon Airways, is the MRJ5
launch customerwith 15 MRJ90s, while
US regional carrier Trans State Airlines
has iecentlyfirmed up its (ommitment
forsojets, althouqh it is yetto definerhe
breakdown between the two variants.
TheJapanese manufacturer said that it

was con(entrating on the development
of both the MRJ70 and 90atthe moment
and any talk of a stretched vafiant,
dubbed the MRJl00X was premature.
Its engineers had obvaously taken into
account the possibility of producing a
100-seataeroplane at a later5tage, but
all its efforts are focused on ensuring
the current two developments mature
successtu lly first.
?ir l ines in [urope, Latin America, and
Asia have been talking to us about the
larger MRJ]00X andwe have listened to
their opin ions," H itosh i lasi, l\4itsu bishi,s
Vice President for Sales and Marketing
confirmed.
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Ler5ed from ILFC

Sombardis Aerotp.(e hasdeliveled the fiEt chall.nqer 3oo to be operated frcm (hina ro the shenzh€n based canier, DonghaiJ€tco
Th..irctafr 8{106 (dn 20303), itthefirst of five exa;phs the ai'lin€ a.quircd in a d€arsiqned in Novem;n 20to, was handedoverata
Getemony h€fd at thQ atian Aercip.ce International cxpo and conqres. rhe challenger 3d0 businesr jet joint a cha €n get 605 (8-3077,4n
58:10) alre.dy flying ,rhh the (ompany. i/, iE, ian,r,'co.s'.r-e, i.;.ijt.rlea

HNA Group Announces Huge Commitment
Tl lE l \4AJ0 R commercial  a i r l i fer
announcement of  Asia n Aerospace
was made by the HNA 6roup;the par
ent company of  Hong Kong Air  ines
on the show r opening morning. l t
signed a series of Memorandums of
Underttanding covering deals for48 air
craft with three manufacturers: Boeing,
Gulfstream, and Dassault.  The ]\ , ,1oU
with Eoeing comprires of 30 8787 9
Dreamliners, two 8787 8t in Vlp con-
f igurations, and s x B777Fs.

The group, which dlro owns Hainan
A rl inet, China's fourth argest carr ier,
sard with these commitments i t  hopes
to develop Honq Kong A r l  nes tnto a

AirChina 0rders
*

ri'Donghai Jet Receives First Challenger 300

major player in the reg ion a nd a stronger
riva to Cathay Pacif ic Airways. Hainan
Air l ines wouldn't  rule outthe possibi l i ty
that some ofthe B787s might f ind their
way into the Chinese carr ier 's f leet at
some ttage, f  there was a demand to
operate the type.
The Group also s igned MoUs with
Gulfstfeam for f  ve G450s and G55Ot
and w th French manufacturer Dassault
for fve Falcon 7X aircraft.  Del iveries
ot the ten jets are l ikely to be made to
H0ngkong Jet, the buslnessaviat ion arm
of Hong Kong Air l ines and Deerlet,  the
Beij ing'bared corporate aviat ion arm of
the HNA Group.

Boeinq 747-8
Intercontinental

LE55 THAN a month afrer Boeing
rol led out i t5 prototype BZ47-8
Intercontinental,  the programme has
received a signif icant boost fol lowing
the f lrm order for f ive examples ofthe
type byAirChina, which was announced
at Asian Aerospace. The carr ier, which
has operated earl iervariants ofthe 8747
since the 1980s, is expecting to take
delivery of i ts air l iners within the next
three years and wil l  be used to expand
its international route network.
Asia remainsa key marketforthe 8747-
8l programme and the company fore
casts a requirementfor 720 large aircraft
to be del ivered over the next 20 years,
of whlch 520 wil l  be freighterr. l talso
estimates that 430.,6 of these wil l  be
d€livered into the Asia Pacif i(  region.
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